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“I promised my daughter 
never to cry for her. 
She told me always: 
‘Mother, don’t shed any 
tears for me. I’m doing the 
right thing’.” 

Thet Thet Aung’s mother, 
December 2008. 
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Thet Thet Aung and Chit Ko Lin got married in 1998.  They 
are a fun-loving, sharply-dressed couple who enjoy 
socializing with their friends.  Thet Thet Aung also loves 
spending time with her girlfriends, and values them very 
highly.  Her friends remember that she is always smiling and 
laughing, and she likes to tell funny stories.  Chit Ko Lin is 
outgoing, and a real family man.  When he and his brothers –  

also activists – were all together, they used to enjoy drinking beer and playing cards.  Thet Thet 
Aung and Chit Ko Lin have three sons, aged 9, 7 and 2. Thet Thet Aung takes real joy in being a 
mother and loves to buy little gifts for her children.  The couple are both members of the 88 
Generation Students group, and were involved in the anti-commodity price rise demonstrations in 
August 2007.  Many of their friends were arrested on 21 August, but they managed to evade arrest 
then.  Together with fellow women activists Mie Mie and Nilar Thein, Thet Thet Aung played an 
active role in the demonstration the following day.  Chit Ko Lin was caught on 8 October, but Thet 
Thet Aung managed to escape and went into hiding.  The security forces took both of their mothers 
into custody two days later.  Thet Thet Aung’s home and those of other family members were 
searched. From her hiding place, Thet Thet Aung spoke to the media.  She said, “They arrested my 
mother and my husband’s mother because I escaped.  It’s like taking hostages.” They were later 
released, but Thet Thet Aung was finally arrested on 19 October.  Thet Thet Aung was recently 
sentenced to 65 years in prison, whilst her husband was given an 11-year sentence.  They have been 
transferred to different prisons, both about 400 miles away from their children and family in 
Rangoon. 

Names: Thet Thet Aung & Chit Ko Lin 

Ages: 31 & 40 respectively 

Organisation: 88 Generation Students group 

Roles: Members 

Current 
Sentences: 

65 years & 11 years respectively 

Detained: Myingyan Prison, Mandalay  
Division and Pakokku Prison,  
Magwe Division respectively 


